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View from the 
Quarterdeck 

Harry Armenia, 
Commodore 2021 

 
Editor’s Note:  The Commodore is 
relaxing this week with family at a local 
state park and may or may not be in a 
position to write his comments and 
email them to me.  I must leave town 
March 31 for the remainder of the 
week.  In order to get this edition of the 
Bowsprit published before next week I 
have taken the liberty of filling in for 
the Commodore’s usual comments.  

 
For all intents and purposes, it 
would appear that the BYC and our 
members have pushed through the 
worst part of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  Newspapers report 
record numbers of citizens 
vaccinated, schools are opening to 
in-class teaching, businesses are re-
opening.  Perhaps the wretched 
lockdowns of the past 12 months 
are nearly over. 
 
To that end, BYC will have a pot-
luck dinner and social hour on 
Saturday April 10; an event we have 
not seen in a year.  
Stay tuned for an 
announcement 
about this in an 
All-Hands e-mail. 
 
Rear Commodore Susi Portis’  
article on the next page provides a 

timely reminder of Club policy 
regarding dinner donations and 
guest meals.  
 
For those of you who have ventured 
forth and come aboard the Bay Star 
since January, you will have noticed 
considerable construction activity 
on the main deck, portside.  As 
noted in Vice Commodore Jim 
Zelnik’ s article on the same page as 
Susi’s, this is to accommodate a 
brand new cabinet and water 
supply for two new air conditioners 
that should be installed therein 
sometime soon. 
 
As reported by Jacque Potts, the 
recent land cruise to Cuero was a 
smashing success.  I for one will 
testify that the cerveza and Tex-
Mex food at Rosie’s was top 
drawer. 
 
If you intend to cruise to Port 
Aransas for the upcoming Port 
Aransas Regatta, don’t miss Rick 
Bell’s article on page 4.  There are a 
couple of important things you 
need to attend to before the event. 
 
Finally, the spring General 
Membership meeting will be 
scheduled in May. 
 

 
Jim
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Rear Commodore 
Susi Portis 

 
 
Earlier in this issue the Commodore has announced that 
dinners will resume April 10th. This is a good time to 
review the club policy on dinner donations.  
 
The usual donation for dinner for members and their 
guests is $ 10 per person.  
 
The one exception is that dinner is free ONCE for a 
guest who is a prospective member. That is provided 
the yellow Guest/Prospective Member card has been 
completed and turned into the cook of the day prior to 
dinner. The cards are in the first drawer of the galley. 
The card is required so I can follow up to welcome the 
prospective member to become a member.  
 
BONUS! For the remainder of this year, a member 
bringing a prospective member to dinner will also eat 
free that night ! 
 

Vice Commodore 
Jim Zelnik 

 
 
The saga of the A/C cooling water supply system 
continues.  What we know for certain at this point is 
that the pipes are the home for a thriving colony of 
oysters!  The pump has been replaced as the old one 
begged to be retired.  The new pump worked well for a 
week or two, but all the fresh seawater circulating in the 
system seems to ignite the oyster population.  Walter 
and Jim Robertson attacked the pipe supplying cooling 
water to the starboard upper deck unit armed with 
several new drill extensions and were able to chew up 
the pesky beasts. The oysters fought back, nearly 

robbing Walter of his new tool when an extension 
inadvertently parted leaving the tool in the pipe.  But 
happily, Walter retrieved his tool and won the day.   
 

Access to this pipe 
was accomplished 
while the risers from 
the pump to the port 
side upper deck unit 
were replaced to 
facilitate the 
installation of the 
new cabinet and the 
two new units on the 
port main deck.  

Walter so enjoyed the drill extensions that the line in 
the main deck ceiling from the stairs toward the upper 
deck forward units was also reamed out.  The colony in 
the line from the pump to the forward units is next on 
our hit list.  Stay tuned folks for the next dispatch from 
the front lines. 
 
The big freeze in mid-February took its revenge on the 
Bay Star with the destruction of the black water tank 
pump-out pump.  The pump has been replaced but the 
installation of the new pump has been a challenge.  
Trouble shooting this installation has led to testing all 
components in the system to find the issue preventing 
smooth operation.  The marina staff assisted by snaking 
the line for over 70’ and validating that no blockage was 
present.  Further testing of the new pump was 
successful after expending effort to fully prime the 
pump and emptying several 55 gallon garbage cans of 
fresh water down the pipe.  Unfortunately, the pump 
shaft seal leaks and further corrective action is required. 
 
The Bay Star is now fully insured.  All outstanding items 
from the surveyor’s inspection were completed, and a 
letter from the surveyor was forwarded to the 
insurance company.  This was accepted, and the 
updated policy was issued 3/19/2021.  We now have 
the pleasure of paying the additional premium for the 
updated policy.  Additionally, the restriction regarding 
moving the boat was removed. 
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Please feel free to come to the Bay Star and participate 
in your favorite activities.  She, like all boats, needs 
continuing maintenance; but, she is fit and ready to 
welcome you – so, all aboard and enjoy.  Please extend 
sincere thanks to all of the following for their efforts 
over the past few weeks; Harry Armenia, Walter 
Crawford, Andy Horner, Jim Robertson, John Stoner and 
Jim Whitworth.  
 

Cuero Land Cruse 
Jacque Potts 

 
BYC's first land 
cruise of 2021 
was a great 
success. Fourteen 
travelers and 8 
campers, trailers, 
motorhomes and 
fifth-wheels went 
barreling down 
the road to 

Cuero, TX on March 25 – 28. 

One set of travelers stayed at a local hotel while the 
balance stayed at The River Haven RV Resort; just a 
short distance out of town and located right on the 
Guadalupe River. What a homecoming for one of our 
travelers! Mandy Armenia used to live down the road 
from the park and we all got to see a piece of her past. 

We shopped in 
quaint stores, 
bought local 
goodies at the 
farmer's market, 
learned about the 
early days of 
cowboys and cattle 
drives at the 
Chisholm Trail 
museum, shrieked 
at some of the archaic medicinal practices in the 
Pharmacy/Medical Museum, ate Mexican food at 
Rosie's, barbecued until we popped, swapped stories 
with friends we hadn't seen since the pandemic, and 
watched Gary Potts reign as champion of the Jenga 
table. 

The weather was 
perfect and the 
wildflowers colorful. 
Really looking forward 
to more adventures 
from the Land Cruise 
Committee this year. 

 

 
 

El Campo Land Cruise 
Judy Crawford 
 
Next land cruise is planned for the weekend of June 5th. 
I made my reservation today for June 3-6. I'll add the 
link to the El Campo Lost Lagoon RV Resort. Please look 
at all of the great amenities they have, including the 
world's largest RV resort swimming pool with a slide, 
rope swing, waterfalls, lazy river, swim up bar and 
Jacuzzi. I was told that El Campo has some wineries who 
will come out to pick us up and return us. 
 
I reserved Pull thru spot 117. You can make your 
reservation online or call them at 979-275-1600. Try to 
make your reservation as soon as possible because they 
can fill up quickly.  https://eclostlagoon.com 
 
If you have any questions please contact me. Hope to 
see you there! 
 
  

https://eclostlagoon.com/
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Book Club 
Sue Byrne 

 
On April 13th at 7 p.m., the 
BYC Book Group will meet on a 
Zoom call to discuss the latest 
selection, The Exiles by 
Christina Baker Kline. This is 
a powerful and emotional 

novel that captures the hardship, oppression, 
opportunity and hope of four women’s lives—three 
English convicts and an orphaned Aboriginal girl—in 
nineteenth-century Australia. 
 
This story is in the same time frame as the March 
discussion book, The Doctors Blackwell by Janice P 
Nimura. The Blackwell sisters’ experiences will provide 
stark contrasts and commonalities with the lives 
described in Klines’s novel. Social justice themes are 
present also: systemic racism, police brutality, 
discriminatory incarceration, and more.  
 
Our discussions are lively. You are always welcome to 
join us. Just email Sue at byrne3329@gmail.com to 
receive the Zoom invitation.  
 

Cruising 

Rick Bell, Cruise Chair 
 
Unfortunately, we had to 
cancel our sea cruise to Flato 
Cut due to weather.  Winds 
20-30 would have made for a 

not much fun weekend. We will try and reschedule that 
event as weather and schedule allow.  Safety first!  
 
Our next sea cruise is April 24–25. It will be the Port A 
Regatta Race and Cruise. Cruisers will sail over Friday or 
Saturday.  Saturday would give a great water view of 
the ongoing race!  After arriving, there will be a CCYC 
catered meal ($10 per head, pay in line) at the Port A 
Marina Pavilion.  Sunday we will sail back and enjoy 
watching the spinnakers as ladies take the helm for the 
Ladies Day Race. Once back in Corpus there will be 
catered snacks and drinks at CCYC on the deck above 
the pool. 
 

Registration and head count are required for this event 
through Regatta Network (link below). There is no fee 
for cruisers but we do need a head count for the meal 
preparations. Cruisers and racers are responsible for 
booking and paying for dockage at the Port A Marina. 
 
https://www.regattanetwork.com/clubmgmt/applet_re
gistration_form.php?regatta_id=22061 
 
Please let me know a head count NLT April 23rd if you 
wish to drive over and participate in the CCYC meal.  We 
will not have a restaurant event for this cruise.   
 
And, please also let me know if you are willing to serve 
as host boat for the after the meal happy hour(s).   
 
 

mailto:byrne3329@gmail.com
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.regattanetwork.com%2Fclubmgmt%2Fapplet_registration_form.php%3Fregatta_id%3D22061&data=04%7C01%7C%7C035b35527ca74a61e26b08d8e8bbd5b8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637515240729460056%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HKwG1bY0iyQveiW0Z59s%2FG%2Bp%2BhmwsGqsYyWrjJ1rNi8%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.regattanetwork.com%2Fclubmgmt%2Fapplet_registration_form.php%3Fregatta_id%3D22061&data=04%7C01%7C%7C035b35527ca74a61e26b08d8e8bbd5b8%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637515240729460056%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=HKwG1bY0iyQveiW0Z59s%2FG%2Bp%2BhmwsGqsYyWrjJ1rNi8%3D&reserved=0
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BYC April Events 

Every Monday 

 7:00 – 9:45 p.m. Poker Night.  Peoples 

Street Boater’s Facility 

 

Every Wednesday 

 5:30 p.m. Fantail Social.  Watch 
MORF races from the Topside 
Lounge. 

 

Saturday April 3 

 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. Happy Hour 

 

Tuesday April 6 

 6:00 p.m. BOD meeting on Bay Star 

 

Saturday April 10 

 6:00 p.m. Social Hour and 
Dinner 

 

Tuesday April 13 

 7:00 p.m. Book Club (by Zoom) 

 

Saturday April 17 

 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. Happy Hour …or 

perhaps…Social Hour and Dinner.  

Stay tuned!! 

 

Saturday April 24 – Sunday April 25 

 Club Cruise to Port Aransas 

 CCYC Port A Regatta (Saturday) 

 CCYC Ladies Race ( Sunday) 

Information in Cruising article on 

preceding page. 
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